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Let’s Help Animals Survive

Pandas, tigers, chimpanzees, polar bears, elephants....

What do you think these animals are?This is not a zoo popularity ranking. They are all endangered
animals. Youmay not believe this because you often see them in zoos, visual encyclopedias, and on TV. But in
fact, they are disappearing from the earth.

More than 15,000 endangered species of animals are on the IUCN Red List, which gives us information
about endangered species of wildlife.I first learned about this problem in my English class.My English
textbook explained what the Red List is, what animals are on the list and why.For example, crested ibises
and gorillas in the Congo were written about.They both became endangered because of reasons such as
development, hunting and environmental pollution.I was surprised to know that many animals are in danger of
extinction.Also, it shocked me that the main reason for this is our human activities

What kinds of animals in Japan are facing the crisis of extinction?I checked the Red List of the
Ministry of the Environment.About 1,500 kinds of endangered animals are on the list.I looked up a bird
called the marsh harrier, or chuhi in Japanese.They live in wetlands from Hokkaido to Honshu. But due to the
development of wetlands, the population has decreased by 20% in the last 5 years.They have also been forced
out of their homes.

Each animal is part of an ecosystem and related to each other.But we have been threatening their lives
to make our own lives comfortable. If we don’t take action now, the ecosystem will be out of balance, which
willeventually affect human beings.

Goal 14 of the SDGs says, “Protect all lives on land,” and Goal 15 says, “Protect all lives in the sea.

“What can we do to protect the animals and achieve these goals?First, it is necessary to let people know
about this problem. The other day, we third graders took action.Each of us researched one endangered animal
in Japan and wrote an article about it.After that, we posted them at the school entrance for everyone to
see.

Second, we should protect the environment. There are several things we can do for that.Reducing waste,
not littering, and saving energy also help protect the environment.I sometimes go to the beach to run or
swim with my friends.A lot of trash can be found there, such as plastic bags, plastic bottles, empty cans
and so on.We always pick them up for about 15 minutes. Through this study, I have now realized that this
action alsohelps protect animals.For example, I’ ve heard that plastic bags have been found in the stomachs
of sea turtles.From now on, I will continue this small activity to answer their voiceless voices.”Please

help us survive. “Thank you.
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