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Stink Bugs and Global Peace

There are horrific sights that I see every time I go to the neighbourhood convenience store at
night which make me feel scared and frightened. KAMEMUUSHI!They smell so awful, so they are also
called f‘stink bugs’ in English.

When I first decided to participate in this speech contest, I wanted you to know how much I
dislike them.I wanted you to understand that I believe it is important to stop global warming so
that stink bugs are no longer able to survive during winter.

Like the Disney film ‘A Bug’s Life’ ,a warm winter leads to a stink bug paradise.However, I later
realised something more important:getting to know one another is the best way to deal with any
problem.

To tackle the stink bug problem, I thought that I should atart with knowing my enemy, so I
researched about stink bugs on the internet.l found out that there are over 1,000 kinds of them, as
I’m sure you’ 11 agree,is that they spray some indescribable odour which lingers for days.The smell
is so bad that many people, especially me, end up disliking them.I found out that they only spray
when provoked, or when they need to protect themselves.Yes!Of course!They are simplin they scared!
They are such tiny creatures, so they need to lean how to survive.l could now better understand and
empathise with them.

This reminded me of Emperor Hirohito and Empress Masako’ s visit to the UK in June. I saw the
Emperor saying on TV, “It is my wish that our bilateral ties will grow even stronger in the years
to come, building on such firm foundations as people-to—people connections. ~ Connections with
other people can lead to a world without conflicts.After I came to understand and empathise with
stinkbugs better, the Emperor’ s words stuck in my mind.

There are global conflicts happening right now, such as between Russia and Ukraine and between
Israel and Hamas.People are fighting these conflicts for their own reasons.Perhaps they are afraid
and angry with each other because they don’t know one another.That’s right!We tend to be
aggressive towards people or things that we do not know or understand.l am certain now that
getting to know and understand one another is the most effective way to maintain world peace.

When I was researching about stink bugs, I never thought I would come to this conclusion.Don’ t get
me wrong—1 still don’t like stink bugs, least I now know how to deal with them.I understand that we
share the same ecosystem, just like we share the same global society with other people.By truly get
ting to know one another and our part in this world, we can live together in peace.
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